
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting 

April 20, 2022 

 
Minutes of the LRPC Board of Directors meeting are submitted in “Draft Form Only” and shall not become part of the Club 

record until approval by the LRPC Board.  

 

Meeting Opening: The meeting was called to order by President Ruth at 7:03 pm. 
 

Members in Attendance: President Joe Ruth, VP Bob Drake, Secretary Paul Thielen,  

Treasurer David Griffiths, Directors Peter Gantz, Lash McCall, George Kloiber, Lester Witman,  

Bob Grimes, Jennifer Stanton, Gene Hilllman and Bob Kinsey Groundskeeper Gary Coleman 
 

IPP Jack Schubert and Dir. Allen Keefer were excused.  
 

Membership Guests: No guests were in attendance. 
 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Minutes of the March 16, 2022, Board Meeting were presented by 

Pres. Ruth for approval. A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the 

minutes. Minutes of the April 6, 2022, Special Board Meeting were presented by Pres. Ruth for 

approval. A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the minutes.   
 

Membership: A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to issue Blue Cards to 

prospective members Rick Bishop, Dwight Douglas, Stuart Greif, Graylan Hodge, Hugh Knight,  

Robert Sanger, Mitchell Smith and Caleb Thomas. Having completed the Blue Card requirements, a 

motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve Christopher Chartrand, Bruce 

Machia and Edward Michniewski for provisional membership. 
 

Membership Chmn. Thielen presented current Membership statistics. There are currently 357 Active 

Club Members.  The median age of the membership is 65. Forty-one New Members were admitted to 

the Club during the 2021-2022 dues cycle. The current number of Active Members and the number 

of New Members admitted during the 2021-2022 dues cycle reflects a slight increase in the numbers 

reported last year.  Twenty-seven Members did not renew their membership for 2022-2023.   
 

The membership will be surveyed in order to get a picture of facility use preferences, shooting 

interests and other preferred Club sponsored activities.  This information will serve to better evaluate 

budgetary needs and planning.  Dir. Kinsey will develop a Membership Survey to be offered at the 

Club’s Installation Banquet and through an online survey site.  
 

On recommendation of Dir. Hillman, a committee chaired by Membership Chmn. Thielen will 

investigate the feasibility of LRPC offering a Seasonal Membership to snowbirds. Dirs. Hillman, McCall 

and Kloiber volunteered to serve on the committee. A fifth member from the membership will be 

requited by Chmn. Thielen.   

 

 



Treasurer’s Report: Treas. Griffiths reviewed the end of the year Financial Summary Report for Fiscal 

2021-22. The Club has a healthy balance sheet.  A meeting is planned with Citizens Bank to 

investigate investment options for the matured CD.  There will be a budget discussion during the 

June BOD meeting.    

The details of the Treasurer’s Financial Summary reports are posted for Membership viewing at the 

Clubhouse.    

Advertising: Treas. Griffiths reported that he is looking for a new vendor for our mobile gun show 

advertising signs. Updated artwork is being considered for our September show. He is looking into 

internet and radio advertising options.  A meeting is being planned with Tinsley Creative (our 

advertising and web hosting agency) to improve gun show advertising strategy and implementation, 

along with notifying them that a few links on the Club’s website are missing since the last update.    

Repairs and Maintenance: G.K. Coleman reported that the Work Party is on for this Saturday, April 

23. Several projects are on the agenda. Progress and what gets completed will depend on 

membership turnout.  The wooden wall on the south Training Range berm is leaning and will 

eventually need support bracing. A manlift platform that attaches to the Club’s forklift was donated 

to the Club by member James Larry. It will be used for the Skeet House reskinning projects.  Thank 

you, Jim, for your generosity! There is a 240-day delivery period on the linear actuator for the turning 

target system on the 50-yard range. Gary is looking into other engineering options or vendors.  

Safety Report:  No Report 

Planning Report:  No report 

Gun Show:  G.S. Chmn. House reported that the May show is sold out. The Civil Air Patrol will again 

manage the parking and Freeman Security will again manage security. Freeman provided ticket booth 

security during the last show at no cost to the Club. This gesture is appreciated. Vendors will be 

notified at the show that table rentals will be increased beginning with the September show.   

SUN ‘n FUN is charging us $1,365 per show for restroom cleaning and maintenance. Options are 

being looked into to either eliminate or reduce this expense.  SUN ‘n FUN is requesting that all 

vendors be packed and out of the hanger by 5 pm on Sunday.  
 

Old Business: Pres. Ruth reminded the group that a previously agreed to commitment to reevaluate 

shotgun fees for members and guests in 6 months is due to occur during the May BOD Meeting.  

Shotgun Chmn. Gantz will coordinate the development of a report to facilitate the reevaluation.   

Pres. Ruth led a discussion relative to the installation status of the clay bird purchase kiosk and range 

card reader systems the Club purchased a few years ago. Some installation work has been completed 

but the project has apparently hit some snags preventing completion. Dir. McCall will head a group 

along with Dir. Kloiber, Treas. Griffiths and GK Coleman to look into the matter and report back to 

the Board.   

 

 



New Business:  A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to host the 22 Benchrest 

Rifle Competition of the Polk Senior Games on March 2, 2023. 

It was announced that the 22 ARA Benchrest Matches will resume in June and run through 

December. Stu Brown, a prospective member who will complete the last of his Blue Card 

requirements during the Installation Banquet will coordinate the matches.   

Pres. Ruth has contacted the Club’s attorney for the purpose of registering the name of our Gun 

Show as “The Original Lakeland Rifle and Pistol Club Gun Show and Central Florida Arms Show.”  

Dir. Hillman reported that the application and annual fee to secure a booth location for the First 

Friday Events held downtown Lakeland have been submitted. Pictures of people actively engaged in a 

shooting sport activity are needed as a visual attraction for the booth. Drone video to illustrate the 

variety of facilities available at the Club will also be looked into.   

Pres. Ruth reported that the final preparations for the Installation Banquet are in motion and that 

the Membership Invitations are being emailed. The Banquet is being held at the Hilton Garden Inn on 

Drane Field Rd. in Lakeland.    

President’s Business: It was unanimously agreed that no Covid control measures previously 

implemented needed to be reimplemented at this time.  

Meeting Adjournment:   With no further topics introduced or agenda items to cover, a motion was 

made, seconded, and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Thielen / Secretary 


